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VOLUME X1V.

THE NORTH CAROLINA STANDARD
IS PUBLISHED WEEELY, BY

WILLIAM W. HOLDEN,
EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.

Tae Norta Canorina Stawpanp is published week-!
ly, st Three Dollars per annum, paysble in advance. In
no instance will the paper be sent, unless the money for
the same shall accompany, the order. = Subscribers; and
others, who may wish to send money to the Editor, can
do so at all times, by Mail and at his risk. . Receipts for
all sums will be promptly transmitted. i

ApvERTISEMENTS not exceeding fourteen lines, will be
inserted one time for one dollar, and twenty-five cents for
each subsequent insertion; those of greater length in pro-
portion. Court Orders and Judicial Advertisements will
be charged twenty-five per cent. higher than the above
rates. A reasonable deduction will be made to those who
advertise by the year. _

Letters to the Editor must come free of postage.
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COMPTROLLER’S REPORT.

Execurive OrFrice,
Raleigh, December 2, 1847.

Sir: I send you herewith, the Report of the Comp-
troller of Public Accounts, made according to Law,
for the year ending 31st of October last, and request
that you print two hundred and fifty copies thereof,
and deliver the same at this Office, for the next Gen-
al Assembly ; and, that the Editors of the Raleigh
Register and N. C. Standard will give it one inser-
tion in their respective papers.

I am, very respectfully,
Y our obedient servant, :
WILL: A. GRAHAM.
CowprroLLER"S OFFICE,
Raveien; N. C., December 1st, 1847.

Sin: In obedience to an Act of the General As-

pembly of North Carolina, passed at the Session of

836 & 37, entitled “ An Aect concerning the Comp-

troller’s Office,” 1 have the honor to hand ysu here-

with, a Report, exhibiting the Receipts and Dis-

bursements at the Public Treasury of North Carolina,

from the 1st day of November, 1846, to the 31st day

of October, 1847, both days inclusive.
I have the honor to be, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,
WM. F. COLLINS, Comp.
His Exe’y. W. A. Granam, Gov. N. C.

W. R. Gatzs, Esq.

Cuarues L. Histox, Treasurer the Lilerary
Fund, in ac't with President and Direclors of the
Literary Fund. ' :

1846 DR.

Nov. 1. To balance due President and

Directors of the Literary Fund on the
1st day of Nov. 15846, $127,319 63

Cash received as Entries of vacant lands,
during this month,

Cash received of T. H. Wright, Cashier
of Bank of Cape Fear, at Wilmington,
dividend of 3 per cent declared on
Shares held in said Bank of Cape Fear,
by the President and Directors of the
Literary Fund,

Dee. 1. Cash received as entries of va-
cant lands this month, )

Cash recsived as principal on loans made
_alglthe Literary Board,

. B

1825 49

15 966 00
3,352 71

4,139 50

as iuterest on loans by the Literary

oard, 968 68

Cash . received of Gov. Graham, Prest.
Ex Officio of the Literary Board, being
am’'t rec’d from the county of Chatham
on accoant of Deaf and Dumb School,

1847, Jan. Cash received as entries of
vacant lands this month,

Cash rec’d of Gov. Graham, President
Ex Officio of Literary Baard, bein
principal on. Bonds of the Raleigh &
Gaston R. R. Co., held by the Literary
Board,

Cash ree’d Charles Dewey, Cashier, be-
ing a dividend on Stock held.in said
Bank by the President and Directors
of Literary Fund,

Cash ree’d of Gov. Graham, Prest. Ex
Officio of the Literary Board, as inte-
rest on Bonds of Raleigh & Gaston R.
R. Co. endorsed by the State, and held
by the Lit. Board,

Cash rec’d Gov. Graham, Pres. ex off.
of Lit, B'd being interest colleeted on
Bonds of Wilmington & Raleigh R.
R. Co. held by Lit. B’d,

Cash ree’d Gov. Graham, Pres. ex off.
of Lit.~B’d being am’t rec’d of the
Counties of Guilford and Davidson, in
support of Deaf and Dumb School,

Feb’y. Cash rec’d entries vacant lands
this month,

March. Cash rec’d entries vacant lands
this month,

Cash re’d George McNeill, being divi-
vidend No. 26, of 1 per cent. declared
on 650 Shares of Stock held in the
Cape Fear Navigation Co. by the
President and Directors of the Literary
Fund,

Cash yvec’d Andrew Joyner, President
Roanoke Nav. Co. being dividend No.
15 on 500 Shares of Stock held in said
Co. by the President and Directors of
the Literary Fund,

April. Cash rec’d entries of vacant land
this month,

May. Cash rec’d entries of vacant land
this month,

Cash re’d Wm, H. Jones, being a divi-
dend of 3 per cent. declared on 5332
shares of gtock held in Bank of Cape
Fear, by President and Directors of
Literary Fund,

June. Cash rec’d entries of vacant Jand
this month,

July. Cash rec’d entries of vacant land
this month,

Cash received A. H. Shuford, Sheriff of
Catawba County, being a tax collected
on Retailers of Spizits,

Cash. rec’d Gov. Graham, Pres. ex off.
Literary Board, being am’t p’d over to
the Lit. B’d by the é%mnlies of Martin,
Rowan and Hyde, for Deaf and Dumb
School, '

Cash rec’d Goy. Graham, Prest. ex off.
Literary Board as principal on Bonds
due said Board, _

‘ash rec’d Gov. Graham, Prest. Ex Of-
ficio of Literary Board as interest col-
lected on Bonds due the said Board,
‘ash rec’d of Charles Dewey, Cashier,
of the .Bank of the State, being divi-
dend 24 of 4} per cent. declared on
5027 shares of Steek held in said Bank
by the President and Directors of the
Literary Fund,
ug. Cash rec’d on entries of vacant
lands this month, .

‘ash rec’d for Tavern Tax from Sheriffs,
being a tax collected on Retailers of

 Spirituous Ligquors, .

pept. Cash rec’d as entries of vacant
ands this month, .
ash rec’d for Tavern Tax, from Sheriffs,
this month, being am’t. collected on
Retailers of Spirituous Liquors,
ash rec’d of Gpov. Graham, Prest. Ex
Ofiicio of Literary Board, as interest
collected on Bonds of the Wilmi n
& Raleigh R. R. Co. held by Literary
Board and endorsed by the State,

150 00

1053 05

8,500

20,108 00

4,899 00

4,110 00
300
601 24

145 00

650

1,375
267
" 461

38

920

15,966
142 64

325 20

18 80

, 300 00

33

21,354

, 310 94

12
35

233
490

3,021 40

4050 00

ﬂ-‘gh rec‘d- of Gov. Graham, President
Ex Officio of Literary Board, as inte-

rest on loan by Li
Caaié rec’d of (Gov.
« ‘'of Literary

paid by Orange
rt of the Deaf and Dumb,

Ex Off. of Li
paid
land this' month,

duty on sales at Auction,

Total amount,
1847, Nov. 1.

nine cents,

—

sive, viz:

Dividend, 1846,
State P

rary Board as per
Ger{wm.l Assembly,

pril 1847,

RAL

Bosard,
m, Prest. Ex
Beard, being amount -
County /for the sup-

RECAPITULATION.
The following shows the Receipts
m{dfngm Nov. 1846, to 31si Oct. 1847, inclu-

M’ch. Macklenburg County, Fall

ash ree’d of Gov. Graham, President
Board, being am’t

Auctioneers, being am’t paid by them as

Cash rec’d’ of Gov. Graham; President
Ex Off. of Literary Board, being
rest paid on Bonds of the Raleigh &
Gaston R. R. Co endorsed by the'State, 4,644 00

inte-

EIGH

- 6000

108 75

bty Davidson County for the sup-
port of the Deaf and Dumb School,
Oect. ' Cash ree’d for entries of vidcant'-

50 00
474 08
.98 16

$2149.876 10

To balance due the President and Direc-
tors of the Literary Fund of North
Carolina, on the 1dt day of November,
1847, one hundred and forty-three thou-
sand and forty-five dollars and twenty-

$ 143,045 29

Balsmece due Literary Fund, 1st Nov.

into the Literary

Common Schools, viz :

By Paid the following Counties for Com-

mon Schools: Yancy County, 497 22
Robeson, : 814 45
Stokes, Spring 1846, 928 00
. all ", 1288 44
Rutherford, . 1104 26
Robeson, s 563 00
“ « 1845, . 781 99
Montgomery, 1846, 430 81
Haywood, i s 411 96
Davidson, e s 1153 23
& Spring  “ 830 00
Dayvie, all “ 578 61
. Spri e 416 00
Catawba, Fall = « 863 13
Camden, “ L 424 07
“ Spring ¢ 306 00
Feb. Tyrrell County, Spring ’46, 251 00
Rockingham, ¢ “ 711 00

& Fall * 986 24

William D. Cook being in full for 23
ils in Deaf and Dumb School
Ap’l. Floral College on loan by the Lite-
Resolution of the

The following Counties' for Common

Schools :

Halifax County, 1111 56
Orange, . “ 1317 00
Waren, "~

1846, $127,319 63
Entries of Vacant Land, 9,449 98
Bank Dividends—Bank Cape Fear, 31,932 00

Do. do. Bank of the State, 41,472 75
Interest on Raleigh & Gaston R. R. Co.

Bonds, . 9,543 00
Principal, do. do. Bonds, 8,500 00
Interest on Wilmington & Raleigh R. R.

Bonds, _ 8,160 00
Principal on Loans by Literary Board, 6,139 50
Interest do. do. 1,054 01
Tavern Tax received of Sheriffs, 3,273 32
Navigation Dividends—Cape Fear, 2,025 00
Fund for Education of Deaf and Dumb, 908 75
Auction Tax, 98 16

$349,876 10
1846 CR. .
Nov. By Cash paid the following Counties for

26,222 91

33 75

16,147 59

400 00

Greene County, 458 78
Northampton, 904 B84
Anson, 1099 41
Bertie, 579 00
Wilkes, Spring div. 1846, 675 00
o4 Fla).ll & 66 G337 1T
Stanly, 399 56
Johnston, 780 74
Iredell, 1203 51
Caswell, 1008 29
Brunswick, 374 94
Wayne, 799 21
Sampson, 881 17
Randolph, 1044 73
Perquimons, 523 34
Orange, 1830 24
Onslow, 545 67
New Hanover, 9123.75
Nash, 642 00
Moore, 627 89
MeDowsll, 395 24
Macon, 400 68
Lincoln, 240 63
Lenoir, 520 13
Jones, 323 97
Hyde, 73 11
Hertford, 523 20
Granville, 1300 58
Columbus, 297 49
Cabarrus, 711 80
Cleaveland, 561 39
Cherokee, 283 B84
Buneombe, 8156 08
Bladen, 564 93
Beaufort, 885 60
Moore, 452 00
Lincoln, Spring div 46, 1245 00
Cash paid Weston R. Gales, for
.printing done by order of the
Literary Board, publishing
Spring distribution of Common
Schotﬁs, and also for full Ta-
ble of Fall Distribution, 17 25
Cash paid-Editor of the Highland
M r, publishing Fall
dividend of the Literary Board,
Common Sehools, - 1 50
Cash paid Editor of Highland
Messenger, advértising Fall
dividend of Literary Board,
concerning Common Schools, 15 00
Dee. Paid the following Coun-
ties for Common Sehools, viz:
Surry County, Fall div. 1,218 87
Richmond, 624 24
Henderson, &6 o 469 07
“ Spring 302 00
Caldwell, L 6 306 00
o Fall s 424 26
Ashe, - 616 78
Bertie, ¢ L 804 81
Carteret, Ll 513 08
Chatham, % L 1,197 42
Chowan, o 4 443 68
Currituck, 5 * & 496 66
Gates, s $ 568 91
6 - Spring div. 372 00
Edgecomb, 6,979 80
Pitt, 809 91
By Paid William D. Cook, part
of his compensation as T'eacher
of the Deaf and Dumb,
1847, Jan. Paid Members of the
Literary Board compensation
from Oct. 3, 1846, to Jan. 6,
. 1847, ‘ 180 00
Paid Editor of N ewbernian for ad-
vertising distribution of Com-
mon Se¢hool Fund, 13 50

193 50

11,391 17

1,948 24
1334 99
1282 00

2,000 00

L 3

818 38 3,246 94

Expenses of the Literary Board, up te 1st

Major Jno. Clark, repmrn of Bridges and
lioad on Pungo River and Swamp
W. R. Gales, being balance paid by him

120 00
100 00

. 'NORTH ©A
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Count
w- R-

der of the

P

ary
Thomas J. i?rough
ing sale of Public Lands,

H. Di
Lands,

attending the meeti
Swam
June.

Dividends,

Schools, viz:
Brunswick County
Caldwell &
Caswell £
Chatham
Colambus
Craven
Currituck
Duplin

0.
Hertford
i;mea

ontgomery
Northampton
Piw
Stanly

W. g..ugook. part

Teacher of the Deaf and

13
L

FTa

ong Bidge to Pun
Henry W. Graham,
ary, being ex
said Board
July 1, 1847,

Ashe County,
Catawba,
Cherokee,
Macon,
Robeson,
Stokes,
Wayne,
Wilkes,
Rio.hmnnda
Buncombe,
Camdenm,
Chowan,
Halifax,
Lineoln,
Perquimons,
Rutherford,
WG!TBU,

Aug.

Sept.

as by order of the Literary
Paid
Sale of Swam

a8

ed to said Institution,

for Common Schools, viz:

“
“

“

Spring
Yaney, &

2nd October 1847,

Balance,

ry Fund from November 1,
encludive, viz -
Common Schools,

ite Board,
Swamp ds,

Floral College,
Printing by order Literary

L)

Balance

ralits d: oo AL oft S Gl NNE Mo v e b
ROLINA, WEDNESDAY MORKNING, DECE

on Bridge anlll-other. asecounts in Hyde

(rya.lea, bamg 'fﬁr expenses of the
Literary Board, in aftending sale of

Thomas J. Lemay, printing done by or-
i BOMd!
Cash paid the fﬁawing ‘Counties for

39
37

ock advertising sale of Swamp

12

271
306
725
863
215
682
358
790
569
377
233
310
652
583
288
878

of compensation

mb for

July. Paid the following Counties for
Common Schools, viz:

444
622
213
289
563
928

576

675

440
586

306

319

800
622
378

831
589

Beard,

e
e

711
358

Paid expenses of the Literary
Board from 1st July 1847, to

1846, fo

Expenses and compensation of the

Edueation of the Deaf and Dumb, . .
Building Deaf and Dumb Asylum, part

Board,

( To' be continued, )

133 80

Common Schools:
Anson - County, 792 00
Beaufort % | 637 00
Cleaveland ¢ 405 00
Cumberl’d * - 802 00
Franklin ¢ 541 00
Granville ' - 937 00
Greene L 330 00
Guilford ¢ 1107 00
May Hyde & 341 00 .
Iredell 46 867 00
Johnston. ¢ - 562 00
Randolph « - 753 00
Bladen 6t 407 00
Burke & Fall 1846 527 71
Cabarrus * Spring 1847 . 513 00
Carteret:. ¢ €., qr 369 00
Edgecomb * - “ 778 00
Haywood 13 W % 208 00
Lenoir - o ol 375 00
Martin “ “ i 398 00
MeDowell ¢ &, L 286 00
Meck’burg « -~ 6 9262 00
Nash & & “ 462 00
Onslow L “ s 393 00
Puq“'mk " i b 453 00 -
Person & “® & 493 00
Wake g © & “ 1095 00
New Hanover “ 658 00
Washin&on -“ & 236 00 16,774 71
June. W. W. Hayman, for surveying
Turnpike Road from Long Ridge to

Lake, on the Lands belonging
to the State, by directions of the Liter-

00

ton & Son, advertis-

60

60 89 10

John M. Morehead, one of the members

of the Literary Board, his expenses in
of the same at
Raleigh, also for attending sale of

Lands, .

ym. W. Holden, Editor of the
Standard, advertising distribution of
Common School Fund, April and Oect.

105 75

13 50

The following Counties for Common

00

$88888888R288888¢

8,100 04

47 807 00

A. G. Dickerson, services of hands en-
ged in survey of Turnpike Road from
Lake Canal
retary of Liter-
nses of the members of
rom March 31, 1847, to

240 00

3,058 50

2,277 00

82888383888838388

00 3,843 50

Paid A. C. Dickerson part of his com-
pensation in constructing a Turnpike
Road through the Public Swamp Lands,

600 00

. H. Mayhew, for advertising
nds, also publish
distribution of Common School Fu
Paid Dabney Cosby & Sons, Contractors
for Building Deaf and Dumb Asylum,
being amount now due them for work
per contract with the Literary Board,
Paid Wm. D. Cooke, Principal in Deaf
and Dumb School, being in part of his
compensation for 24 poor pupils attach-

=

3,000 00

950 00

Oct. Cash paid the following Counties
Rockingham, Fall div. "47, 1094 82

00

00 2,163 82

120 00

$106,830 81
143,045 29

$249,876 10

RECAPITULATION. :
The following shows the dishursements from the Lilera-

QOct. 31, 1847,
96,511 31

1,013 00 |~

8523 50
3,439 00
3,000 00
~ 2,000 00

15 00

106,830 81
143,045 29

$249,876 10

states that a highly im
the presence of Gene
the  first Monday,(the 6th)

Gen. Taylor. The New Orleans Bee of 22d ults
rtant law suit will require
Tavror in Mississi

of December.
was, therefore, but little doubt that he wonld reach

New-Orleans during the last week of this month.
The General, accompanied by Gem. Woor, left
Monterey on the 8th November, inspecting. the post
en roule, and had reached Mier, on the 13th, and
was hourly expected at the Brasos whe
. Charlesten

ion
ere

e FEdith

ier.

letter fromndLieutE_ (S::;m,
gallant conduct o t.
a citizen of Ralei
an opportunity of

faithful and valiant in the fie

i,

who is as amiable and worth l‘:i

Capt. Clark. In another column will be found a
iving an account of the
of the 12th Infantry,
in this State. We are glad of
oing justice to our young friend,
in private life, as he is

Wil, Com.,
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" PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
Fellow-citizens of the Semate - .
' and of the House of Representatives :

The ‘annual ' nieeting ‘of Congress is dlways an
interesting évent.” Thé Representatives of the States
and of the people come fresh from their constituents
to take counsel together for the common good. After
an existence of near three-fourths of a century as a
free and independent Tepublic, the problem no longer
remains to be solved, whether man is-capable of self-

vernment. The success of our admirable system
is a eonclusive refutation of the theories of those in
other countries who maintain that *‘a favored few*
are born to rule; and that the mass of mankind must

be governed by force. Subject to no arbitrary or
herg
eigns

tary authority, the people are the only sover-
recognised by our constitation. ' Numerous’
emigrants of every lineage and language, attracted
by the civil and religious freedom we enjoy, and by
our happy condition, annually crowd. te ' our shores,
and transfer their heart, not less'than theirallegiance;

"| to the sountry whose dominion belongs alone to the

ople.’

i o country has been so much favored, or should
acknowledge with deeper reverence the manifesta-
tions of the Divine protection. An all-wise Creator
directed and ded us in our infant straggle for
freedom, and has constantly watched over our stir-
prising progress, until we have become one of the
great nations of the earth.

It is in a country thus favored, and under a gov-
ernment in which the executive and legislative bran-
ches hold their authority for limited periods, 'alike
from the people, and where all aré responsible to
their respective ‘‘eonstituencies, that it is again my
duty to communicate with Congress upon the state
of the Union, and the present condition of public
affairs.

During the past year the most gratifying proofs are
presente matp?)?:g country has been blessed with a
wide-spread and ‘@miversal prosperity. There has
been no period since the- government was founded,
when all the industrial pursuits of our people have
been more successful, or when labor in all branches
of business has received a fairer or better reward.
From our abundance we, have been enabled to per-
form the pleasing duty of furnishing feed for the
starving millions of less favored countries.

In the enjoyment of the bounties of Providence at
home, such as have rarely fallen to the lot of any
people, it is cause of congratulation, that our inter-
course all the Powers of the earth, except
Mexico, Gontinues to be of an amicable character.

It has ever been our cherished policy to cultivate
peace and good will with all nations ; and this policy
has been steadily pursued by me.

No change has taken place in our relations with
Mexico since the adjournment of the last Congress.
The war in which the United States were forced to
engage with the government of that country still
continues.

1 deem it unnecessary, aftor the full exposition of
them contained in my message of the eleventh of
May, 1846, and in my annual message at the com-
mencement of the session of Congress in December
last,- to reiterate the serious causes of complaint
which we had against Mexico before she commenced
hostilities.

It is sufficient on the present occasion to say, that
the wanton violation of the rights of persons and
property of our eitizens committed by Mexico, her
repeated acts of bad faith, threugh a long series of
years, and her disregard of solemn treatiés, stipulat-
mg for indemnity to our injured citizens, not only
constituted ample cause of war on our part, but were
of such an aggravated character as would have jus-
tified us before the whole world in reserting to this
extreme remedy. With an anxious desire to avoid a
rupture between the two countries, we forbore for
years to assert our clear rights by foree, and continu-
ed to seek redress for the wro we had suffered by
amicable negotiation, in the hope that Mexico might

ield to pacific councils and the demends of justice.

n this hope we were disappointed. Our minister of
Q‘ace sent to Mexico was insultingly réjected. The
Mexican government refused even to hear the terms
of adjustment which he was authorized to proposes
and finally, under wholly unjustifiable pretexts, in-
volved the two ecountries in war, by invading the
territory of the State of Texas, striking the first
blow, and shedding the blood of our citizens on our
own soil.

Though the United States were the aggrieved na-
tion, Mexico commenced the war, and we were com-
pelled, in self-defence, to repel the invader, and to
vindieate the ‘national homnor and interests by prose-
cuting it with vigor until we could obtain a ‘just and
honorable peace.

On learning that hostilities -had commenced by
Mexico, I promptly communicated that fact, accom-
panied with a suceinct statement of our other causes
of complaint against Mexico, to Congress; and that
body, by the act of the thirteenth of May, 1846, de-
clared that ““ by the act of the republic of Mexico, a
state of war exists between that government and the
United States »’—this act declaring ** the war to ex-
ist by the act of the republic of Mexieo,"” and mak-
ing provisions for its presecution  to a speedy and
suceessful termination,”” “was passed with great
unanimity by Congress, there heing but two negative
votes in the Senate, and but fourteen in the House
of Representatives.

The existence of the war having thus been deelar-
ed by Congress, it became my duty, under the con-
stitution and the laws; to conduct and prosecute it.
This duty has been performed ; and though, at every
stage of its progress, I 'have manifested a willing-
ness to terminate it by a just peace, Mexico has re-
fused to accede to any terms which could be aceept-
ed by the United States, consistently with the na-
tional honor and interest."

The rapid and brilliant siceess of ourarms, and the
vast extent of the enemy’s territory which had been
overrun and conquered, before the close of the last ses-
sion of Congress,were fully known to that body. Since
that tiine, the war has been prosecuted with increas-
ed energy, and I am gratified to state with a success
which commands universal admiration. History
presents no parallel of so many glorious vietories
achieved by any nation within so short a period.
Our army, regulars ‘and volunteers, have covered
themselves with imperishable honors. Whenever
and wherever our forces have encountered the ene-
mt{; though he was in vastly superior numbers, and
often entrenched in fortified positions of his 6wn se-
lection, and of great stréngth, ' he has been defeated.
Too much praise cannot bé bestowed upon our offi-
cérs and men, régulars and volunteers, for their gal-
lantry, discipline, indomitable courdge and persever-
ance, all seeiing the post of danger, and vieing with
each other in deeds of moble daring. 1

While every patriot's heart must exult, and a just
national pride animate every bosom, in beholding the
high proofs of cou consnmmate military skill,
steady discipline, and humanity to the vanquished
enemy, exhibited by our gallant army, the nation is-
called to mourn over the loss of many brave officers
and soldiers who have fallen in defence of their
country’s honor and interests. The brave dead met
their melancholy fate in a foreign land, nobly dis-
charging their duty, and with their country’s flag
waving triumphantly in the face of the foe. Their

iotic deeds are, justly appreciated, and will long
Ee remembered by their grateful countrymen. The
parental care of the government the; loved and serv-
ed should be extended to their surviving families.

Shortly after the adjournment of the last session of
Congress, the graufgl.gg intelligence was rece.u& of
the signal victory of Buena Vista and of the fall of
the city of Vera Cruz, and with it the strong castle
of San Juan de Ulloa, by which it was defended.
Believing that afier these and other successes, so
honorable to our arms and so disastrous te Mexico,
the period was propitious to afford her another op-
portunity, if she ou.th proper. to embrace it, to
enter into negotiations for peace, a commissioner was
appeinted to proceed to the headquarters of our army,
with full powers to enter upon negotiations, and to

| conclude &' just and . honorable. treaty of  pedce.

| sideration for the cession of L.ouisiana and the Flor-
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was not dire¢ted to make any new overturés of peace;’

but was the bearer of a from' the Secretary |
of State of the United States t6 the Minister of For~
eign Affairs of Mexico; in reply to one received from'|
the-latter of the twenty-second of February, 1847, in
which the Mexican government was informed of his
appointment, and of his noe at the headqudrtérs |
of our arfuy, and that he was invested with fill
powers to conclude a definitive treaty of peace, when-
ever the Mexiean government might signify-< desire
to do so. While I was unwilling fo' subject 'the
United States o another indi t refusal, I'was yet
resolved that the gvils of the.war should not be pro-
tracted a day.longer than might be rendered absoluté-
ly necessary by &: Mexican'government: ©

Care was taken to give no instructions«te the com-
missioner which: _in any way interfere with eur
military operations, oér relax.our e ies in the pros-
ecution of the war. ~ He' possessed 'no authority 'in|
any mammer to control these ions. -~ He was
authorized to'exhibit his instructions to the General
in command of thearmy ; and in the event of a treaty
being concluded and ratified on the part of Mexico,
he 'was directed to give him notice of that fact. On-
the happening of such contingeney, and on receiving'
notice thereof, the General in command was instrust-/
ed by the Secretary of War to suspend farther active’|
military operations until further orders. These ¢
struetions were given with a view to intermit hostili-
ties,' until the treaty thus ratified by Mexico¢duld be’
transmitted to-Washi n, and reeeive the sanction
of the government of the Uhnited States. .

The commissioner was also directed, on réaching
the army, to deliver to the General in command the
demteh_ 'which he bore from the Secretary of State-
to the Minister of Fozeign Affairs of Mexieo, and, on
receiving it, the .General was instrueted by tite Secé~
retary of War to cause it ‘to be ‘transmittad to'the
commander of the Mexican forces, with''d request
that it might be eommunicdted to his government.*

The commisdsioner did not reach the headquarters
of the army until after another brilliant victory had
“'?f{,""g our arms ;.t Et;lrrobGordo. o e -

e despateh which he bore from the Seeretary’
War to the General in command of the amiy was fe-
ceived by that officer, then at Jalapa, on the seventh
day of May, 1847, together with the despatch from
the: Sccreu;? of State to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Mexico, having been transmitted to him
from Vera Cruz.. The commissioner arrived at the
headquarters of the army a few days afterwards.
His presence ‘with the army and his dfplomatic char-
acter were made known to the Mexican ent,
from Puebla, on thetwelfth June, 1847, by the trans-
mission of the despateh from the Secretary of State
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. '

Many weeks elapsed after its receipt, and no over-
tures were made, nor was any desire expresseéd by
the Mexican government to onter into negotiations
for peace. . ;

ur army pursued its march upon the eapital, and,
as it approached it, was met by formidable resistance.
Our forees first encountered the enemy, and achieved
signal victories in the severely contested battles ‘of
Contreras'and Churnbuseo.” It was mot until after
theso actions had resulted in decisive victories, and
the capital of the enemy wuae within our power, that
the Mexican government manifested any disposition
to enter into negadtiations for peace ; and even then,
as events have proved, there 18 too much reason to
believe they were insincere, and that in agreeing to
go Lhrough the forms of negotiation, the object was
to gain time to strengthen the defenced of their capi-
tal, and to prepare for fresh resistance.

The General in command of the army deemed it
expedient to suspend hestilities temporarily, by ea-
tering into an armistice with a view to the opening
of negotiations. Commissioners were appointed on
the part of Mexico to meet the commissioner on the
part of the United States. The resuit of the confer-
ences which took place between these fiinctionaries
of the two governments was a failure to conclude a
treaty of peace.

The commissioner of the United States took with
him the projet of a treaty already prepared, by the
terms of which the indemnity required by the United
States was'a cession of territory. !

It is well known that the only indemnity whieh it
is in 'the power of Mexico to make in satigfaction of
the ‘just ‘and long deferred claims' of our citizens
against her, and the only'means by which slie can
reimburse the United Statés for the expen8es of the
war, is a cession to the United States of a portion of
her territory. = Mexi¢o has no money to pay, and no
other means of making the required indemnity.; If
we refuse this, we ean obtain. nothing else. To re-
ject indemnity, by refusing toaccept a cession of ter-
would be to abandon all our just demands, and ‘to
wage' the war, bearing all its expenses, withoot a pur-
pose or definite shject. !

A state of war abrogates treaties previously exist-
ing between the belligerents, and a treaty of peace
puts an end toall claims for indemnity—for tortious
acts, committed under the aathority of one govern-
ment against the citizens or subjects of another; un-
less they are provided for in its stipulations. A treaty
of peace which would terminate the existing'war,with-
out providing for indemnity, would enable Mexizo—
the acknowledged debtor, and herself thd T
in the war—to relievé herself from her just liabilities.
By such a treaty, our citizens, who hold just demands
against her, would have no remedy either against
Mexico or their own government. Oar duty tothese
citizens must forever prevent such:a peace, and mo
treaty which -does not provide ample means of dis-
charging these demands, can receive my sanetion.

A treaty of pesce should settle all existing dif-
ferrences between the two countries. If an dde-
quate cession of territory should be made by such a
treaty, the United States 8hould release Mexico from
all her liabilities, and assume théir payment to ‘our
citizens. If, instead of this, the United States were
to'consent to a tredty by which Mexico should again
engage to pay the heavy amount of indebtedness
which a just indemnity to our government and eiti-
zens would impose on her, itis notorious that she
does mnot possess the means to meet such an under-
taking. From such 'a treaty mo result could be an-
ticipated, but the same irritating disappeintments
whiéh have heretofore attended the violatioris of simi-
lar treaty stipulations on the part of Mexico. Such
a treaty would be but a temporary cessation of hos-
tilities, without the restoration of the friendship and
good' understanding which should characterize the
future intercourse between the two eountries.

That Congress contemplated the acquisition of ter-
ritorial indemnity when that body made provisions
for the prosecution of the war, 1s obvious.- Con-
gress  could not have meant—when, in May, 18486,
they appropriated ten millions of dollars, and au-
thorized the President to employ the militia amd na-
val and 'military forees of the United States,and: to

t the services of fifiy. thousand volunteers,: to
enable him to prosecute the war; and whenpu-ﬂ_leh
last session, and after our army. had. invaded Mexico,
they made additional appropriations .and.authorized
the. - Taising of additional troops for./the ;same pur-
pose—~that noindemnity was to be obtained from Mex-
ico at the eonclusion of the war; and yet it was cer-
tain-that, if no Mexican territory was acquiyed, nd in-
demnity gould be obtained. GanTs $P0uLIT b

It is forther manifest that Congress contemplated
territorial indemnity, from the fact that, at their last
session, an act was passed, upon the Exacutive rec-
commendsation, appropriating three millions of dol-
lars with that express aobjeet. This: appropriagion
wes made “toenable the Presideat to conclude a
treaty .of jpeace,- limits and boundaties with the rye-
public of Mexico, to.be used by him.in the event
that said treaty, whensigned by the authorized agents
of the two governments, and duly ratified by Mexico,
shall call forthe expenditure of the same, or any part
thereof.”” . The object of asking this ap lati
was distinctly stated in the several: on the
subject which I communicated to Co Similar
:groprhtiona- made in 1803 and 1806, which were

erred to, were intended to be applied in part con-
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& Utited St

would be satisfactory to

:;thbdgh' ﬁt&e*"ﬁiliﬁé w%t,sﬁ’cmemhéf ty has
fidered’ a x il 4 ; f‘a } ™ ' ;
mitons oF doMats App) rm #E‘rﬁ% &‘
entiré sum remaifs' o’ Y, it 18 ¢ J
ble to that ohidet, ghoul enc! qr mak-
ing sa&l application pro e 7 S v )
he ‘doctrine of o’ “id"the doetritie 6f ‘no”
indeninity; and, if sinctioned, wolild béa publié aé-
knowledgement thdt dur détntry Was ROt v

that ‘the ‘war déelared by Co “with exis
vy umsntmity, was Yigh, suifolionld Vo SR
an admission unfounded in fict, and degrading 1o
e
he terms of the treaty proposed by the Unite
States ware not only ju_&i?to_ alfco,b;xt, consider-
ing the chatacter and amount of bur claims, the dn-
justifiable and uhprovoked sommendement of hostili-
HiES Ty By e T
have beeh' shbjbetgkﬁd the success which had dt-"
e o R, D DU LA
"The commissioner of the Uhited Sfites was au-
thorized to agree &f the wm%;p( gs:%'m:
Grande as_the boundary, from its entfance, into_the
Gulf to its intersection. with the Soutbern boundary;
of Now Mexico, in north latitude sbout thirty-two
degrees, and to cbtain a cesion to the States
of the ptovince of New Mexicd and thé ins,
and the privilegé "of the right of way across the
isthmus of Tehuantepet, 'Thé Bouiddary of &é Rio
Grande, and the cession to the United Stites of New
Mexico and Upper Eglifof"" ‘constitited an u
tum which our commissioner was, under nd circum-
stances, to yield." - o'
That it might be maygifest pot otngg to Mexico, hut
to all other mations, "that the United States was not
disposed’ to,take advantage of a feebls power, by in-
sisting upon wresting from her all' the other pravin-
ces, inclnding mapy of her principal towns and cities,
oc-
in

o odad

which we conguéred gmd held in our,

cupation, but ‘were willing to conclude a tr
a spirit of liberality, our commissioner was authoriz-
ed to_stipulate for the réstoration to Mexico of all our

s s A5 4cquired by the bétndary
"As the i to be acquired é \
proposed might' Ee'!es'timaiad to be 3;' gredtst valde
than a fair equivalent for our just demands, 'or com-
missioner Wwas authotized to stipdlaté for the phymant
of such additional pectuniary consideration as Was
deemed reasonable. ' i, b L S
The torms of a treaty proposed by the Mexican
commissioners were wholly inadmissible. "They pe-
gotiated as if Mexico were the victorious, and not
the vanquished party. They must have known that
their ultimatam could never be gcccepted. It requir-
ed the United States fo distember Texas, by surén-
dering to Mexico that part of the territory of that
State lying between the Neuces and the Rioc Grande,
included within her limits by her laws when she 'was
an ind%:endent republic, and when she Was annexed
to the United States and admitted by Congress as
one of the States of our Uhnion.” It contained no
provision for ‘the payment by ‘Méxich of the jist
clims of ouf citizens.' W' Téquited 'inflemnity to
Moxican citizens for injuries they may have sustained
: g:lpsbcution of the war. It-de-
manded the right for Mexico to leyy and collect the
Mexican tariff of dufies on goods imported into her
ports while in our military occupation during the
war, and the owners of which had paid to ‘6fficers of
the United States the military contributions which
had been levied upon theri} and it offered to cede to
thie United States, for a pecuniary consideration, that
part of Upper California lying north of latitude thir-
ty-seven ves. | Such were the unreasonable térmg
proposed b}%’r&ee. Mexican commissionets, .
e cession to the United States by México,'of
the provinces of New Mexico and ﬂ:e_CaTifoi'nkf
as ‘proposed by 'the "commissionay OF ﬁx_‘a_‘gmﬁﬁ
States, it. was believed,, would. be moré ip accérdance
with the convenience and interests of Fgoﬂl nations,
than any other cegsion of territory which it was proba-
ble Mexito could be induced te make. :
It is manifest to all who have observed thé' actaal
conditién of the Mexican government, for some yedrs
gas‘t’. and at present, that if ‘these proviaces shio
e retained by her, she could not lon 'cohsuhd
hold and govern them. Mexico is tho fechle & powet
to govern' these ‘provinces, Iying ab they db at' 4 fis
tance of more than a thousand miles from hey
and, if attempted t6 be retained by her, the:
constitute but for 4 short time, even nom%m.‘_ 1y, A'pdrt
of her dominions. AT Bl
Ca'lI:til‘is }vcml% hba especiallg the casleziividt' :U;y-'
ifornia. o city of powerful Earopean na-
tions has long si::ega &ittgcmdptheir ntﬂéﬂﬁaﬁ'e;ad: g?a
commercial importance of that provinceé, and thérs
g:nbe I;t,ﬁa do;b:h that the moment the Udited States
relinquish their presént occupation of it, and
their claim to it as in;t)lcmiﬁ Pc:n?a% g’ou‘}d be
made by some for&;jgn Po;sir_e_r Foss_e‘sn it, ‘either b
conquest or purchase. no fareign ST
aho&ld acquirg, itin either of these modg.w indeo-
Eendent revolationary E-avemment. would pr y
e established by 'the inhabitants, and suci foréigners
ag may remain in or remove to ‘the country, a8 acor
as it shall be known that the United States have
abandoned it.  Such a governmemt wouldbe too
feeble long to maintinits , indeperidentioxis-
tenge, and would finally become #nnexed to,or bes
depéndent colony " of; sethe: more powerful State. =
Should any foreign government attempt to posséns
itas a colony or- otherwise to incorporbts it with
itself, -the principle avowed by President Monroe in
1824, and reaffirmed in my first annual mes that
no foreign Power shall, with our consent, be it
ted to plant or establish any new ' d
on any part of the North Ameri¢an countinent; must
be mamtined. In maintaining - this: prineipley and
in resisting its invasion by any foreign Power, 'we
might be involved in bther'wars more expendive and
moredifficult than that in whick we are how A
The provinces of New Mexizoand the Califormiss
are contiguous to the territoriesiof the United Swmws,
and if bronght undet the nt of ‘our Tawe,
their res inetal, ltdral; manefsctur-
in% and commercial—would soon be devdloped.
pper California is bounded on the north by our
Oregon possessions; and if held by the United States;

would soon be.settled by a hardy, ~gnd
intelligeat . portion of i our f-ﬁon:i‘ The &;d’
San 'Franeiseo, and ' other ore along: ‘tive

nian coast; would-aiferd shelter for our navy, forour
mmerous whale:ships; -and other merchant vessels

by our troops in the

the Bast. -« o et yere

. These advan in which the wholé commereial
world would participate, would at once be sesuted
to the United States by the cession of thie territory ;
while it is certain ' that i ad ‘as it remaing a part
of the Mexican ind by /edn be enjoyed
neither by Mexico herself aior by any otiver natidn,

. New Mexieo i-:&dmmuctm
been of any eonsiderable » to' 'Metiepy |
its locality, it is natarally eonnectsd with dor western
settlemenits. The terrisorial - limgits ‘of the ' Srase of
sion into. our Union, all that portion of New
Mexico lying east of the Rie o, while Mexioco
still elaims to hold this territory as a part of her
dominions. - The-adjusament of this* yuestion of
is-impartant. e fdr
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site to placethis provines unde: the p of the
government of the United States.  Numeraus bands
of fierce and warlike savages wander over it, and wpon



